Nasima Chowdhury is on staff here at Hedgcoxe and also
serves as our Multicultural Chair. She is originally from
Bangladesh. She has been in Plano since 1984. She
received her bachelor degree on Child Learning and
Development from UTD. She is very active in the
community. She is on the board of the Plano International
Festival, and President of the Plano Asia Festival. She has
received Plano ISD Diversity Leadership Award. She was
nominated for the Collin County Volunteer of the Year Award
in 2006. Working with children is one of her passions. On
Fine Arts day she shares the “Art of Henna” (Mendi) with
Hedgcoxe students. And, WOW, what a great job she did on
with Multicultural Night. Thank you, Nasima, for your many
hats and for ALL you do for our school. ~ Tracy Lake

Nasmia does an excellent job with her students. She works
hard to focus on each student's individual needs. She is
always kind, happy and considerate. We love having
Nasima here at Hedgcoxe! ~ Kristi Graham

Nasima Chowdury is a dedicated individual that helps the
students of Hedgcoxe with her caring manner.
~ Janice Jones

Nasima: | love having you in the ELC. You are terrific with
the kids and such a joy to work with. ~ Stephanie Ware

Thank you, Nasima, for always stepping up to the plate. You did a marvelous job
organizing the Multicultural night. You truly are a Rock Star! ~ Shukla Mukherjee

A great big shout out for Nasima Chowdhury! She is one of the best. Her love for the students
at Hedgcoxe, shows everyday in her desire to make each and every one the best they can be.

~ Caryn Bartle

Thank you, Nasima, for organizing the Multicultural Night. That you managed to combine it with the Second Grade

Program with its multicultural theme is a real thrill. It was perfect! ~ Brigitte Weisser
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The entire fifth grade team would like to give an emphatic shout out to Nasima Chowdhury. Mrs. Chowdhury supports
the students with compassion, teaches with intelligence, enlivens teachers with her witty sense of humor, and educates

the community with her knowledge of various cultures. She consistently goes above and beyond the call of duty, and

Hedgcoxe is truly lucky to have her! We love you, Nasima!

Nasima is a fantastic teacher with a heart for all children. Her ability to include everyone and appreciate diversity is one
of her many outstanding qualities. We are fortunate to have her at Hedgcoxe. ~ Margot Anderson

Thank you for all your help in the ELC! We would be lost without you. | really appreciate your smile and positive attitude.

~ Diane Trout




$

HedgcoxePTA.org

#$$% $ $ &%

A great big shout out to our wonderful room parents for
such a lovely Valentine's party! We are so blessed to
have YOU! ~ The Third Grade Team

Thank you to Ms. Arbolino, and to the second-graders,
for an AWESOME 2nd grade program. What a lovely
evening it was for Hedgcoxe families to listen to music
from all around the world. Truly Amazing!

~ Shukla Mukherjee

Sending a big shout out to the Student Council for
working so hard on all their endeavors.

Thank you to Wendy Terrell and all the volunteers that
gave us another GREAT Book Fair! You ROCK! ~V

Shout out to Brigitte Weisser...Thank you for all of your
hard work on the website for Chez Snoopy. You are
incredible! ~ Debbie Kingsley

Congratulations to a Proud Nonna—Myra Morales. Her
new grandbaby Sebastiano Antonio Morales-Caruso was
born on President’s Day.

This is a Shout Out for the Kindergarten room parents:
Thanks for a great Valentine party! Also a big thank you
to pulling together for the beginning of a great quilt! You
Rock!!! ~ Tierney Thompson

A big shout out to Vickie Grayson for making the new
School Store the place to shop!! Great job and many
thanks. ~ Caryn Bartle and Edie Saruk

Karen Hardman, thanks for another fabulous year of
Reflections. We are so lucky to have you and your team
working on such an important program. Thank you,
Thank you, Thank you!! ~ Tracy Lake

The Second Grade teachers would like to thank Mrs.
Jones, Mrs. Benavides, Mrs. Passage, Mrs. Weisser,
Mrs. Higley, Mrs. Hardman and any other volunteers that
have helped cut out with at home projects or things that
need to be completed at school. We really appreciate
your help with the many projects that we have. You are
truly amazing people. ~ Amy Smith

Mrs. Ferfort thank you for the dedication you show each
day for our children. | know they care so much about
you.

A big shout out to Joanne Cross, Brigitte Weisser, Lori
Ruml, Carolyn Watts, Janice Jones and Elizabeth Martin
for doing such a great job with the Nominating Committee
this year. It takes great volunteers to build a great Board!
~ Virginia Sullivan
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Michelle Sims: | put lots more station cards in the
workroom to have laminated and cut! Thanks for all you do
organizing this. You don't know how much it has helped
having parents take care of this and not having to slave at
the laminator or have calloused fingers cutting it all out.
Kudos to all of the parents who have dedicated their time,
energy, and hard-working hands. It has been fabulous!!!!

~ Jennifer Methvin

Mrs. Poole: Thank you for all your hard work, caring and
effort you give with our kiddos it is greatly appreciated
everyday!

We are so appreciative of our Principals!! Ms. Graham and
Ms. Atwood are supportive, fun leaders who truly care
about the students, parents, and teachers at Hedgcoxe.
Thanks for all you do... you are amazing and we love you!!

Thanks to the Kindergarten Team for being so amazing.
Your positive attitudes and caring natures are noticed!! :)
~ Love, Dawn

Thanks to Mrs. Mulvey who is a room mom's dream come
true. ~ Brigitte Weisser

Miss Smith, your warm smile and amazing gifts of
teaching are valued every day. Thank you for teaching our
little guys in Kindergarten.

The First Grade Teachers would like to thank Hannah
Rodgers, Andrea Paranteau, Lisa Nolte, Rachelle Burger,
Cortney Haney, Jessica Willard, Cassie Lopez, Julie
Hobert, Bill Owen, James Sanchez, Angela Bibb, and
Cristy Duvall for volunteering for our field trip to Holifield
Science Learning Center. We truly appreciate your time,
and we know the kids enjoyed having you there as well.
We are so lucky to have such wonderful parent volunteers!

Debbie, Virginia, Tracy, Becky thank you for joining the fun
at the Lifetime Membership banquet. It was great fun. Tracy
and the PTA Board, thank you for the great gifts. Carlos,
John and Matt, thank you for the great pictures. ~ Lily

Thanks to Cynthia Jones for a great Family Night of Arts.
You did a great job. There were lots of people there and
the crowd flow was perfect. The volunteers were great too.
Thanks for all you did for this event!!! ~ Tracy Lake

To the Nominating Committee: Thank you for your time and
effort to fill next year's PTA board positions. |1 liked being
able to use the Web site to nominate. ~ Lily Parker

A Shout Out from a newcomer room mom to Nancy Kopca
and Dorianne Robinson who are always there when | need
advise and/or help. ~ Brigitte Weisser
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Sixty-eight Plano Teacher of the
Year nominees and 61 Beginning
Teacher of the Year nominees have
been selected by their school peers
for recognition in the 2008-09
Teacher of the Year Program .

Please join us in congratulating
our very own Hedgcoxe Teacher
of the Year—Amy Robbins

Please congratulate the
following 5th Graders for their
fantastic Science Fair Projects.

1st Place: Caroline P.
2nd Place: Emmie D.
and Parker N. tied
3rd Place: Isaac P.
and Jasmine Y. tied
Honorable Mention: Bradley H.,
Zack L., John O. and Alex K.

Congratulations to all our student scientists!

% 4 %

' #  #

% %% #

+ )>>

% ?$ %

Hedgcoxe was well represented at this year's Texas PTA
Lifetime Membership Banquet held at the Plano Center on
February 17th. Hedgcoxe Lifetime Membership honorees
Debbie Kingsley, Virginia Sullivan, and Lily Parker were
there along with PTA Board Treasurer Becky Lanning and
President Tracy Lake. Recipient Kristi Graham was
unable to attend due to illness and was missed by all.

At the nearby Hendrick table, Hedgcoxe PTA Secretary
Susan Shea, who ALSO serves on the Hendrick Board as
VP of Ways and Means, was there as one of that school’s
Lifetime Membership honorees. Hedgcoxe VP of Ways and
Means (and proud Hendrick mom) Dorianne Robinson was
also on hand to cheer Susan on. It was a great night for all!
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Question: When will my child take the TAKS test?
Answer: March 3rd - 3rd/5th Grades Reading and 4th
Grade Writing; April 7th - 5th Grade Math; April 28th -
3rd/4th Grades Math; April 29th - 4th grade Reading
April 30th - 5th Grade Science

Question: What is the school's policy on scooters,
rollerblades and skateboards?

Answer: We are very thankful to have had a few sunny
days lately. We feel this is a perfect time to remind
parents and students of our policy concerning these
items. The student agenda each year contains the
following wording. “Scooters, rollerblades, and skate-
boards should not be brought to school. They cannot be
used while on campus and are difficult to manage and
store. Wheelie type shoes are permitted, but the wheels
are not to be exposed on school grounds. They should
only be used as tennis shoes." Our students enjoy these
modes of transportation, but please work with us to
provide a safe environment for all students. Thank you
for your support.

----+-3
>B >

The Hedgcoxe Student

Council and the PTA are

teaming up as part of the

Texas PTA's new literacy

program called SMART -

Start Meeting and Reading Together.

Look for the specially marked collections bin in the front
lobby and donate new and gently-used books for children in
disadvantaged and difficult circumstances. Check out the
Texas PTA Web site at TxPTA.org for more information on
this innovative program. Let's get Texas reading more in
2009!

PISD Family Education and Guidance Services have
parent education classes that are open to the public in the
month of March. Series fliers and complete information
about the entire semester can be found at http://www.

4 , $

The children of Hedgcoxe Elementary will spend the
Friday, March 27th “Celebrating the Arts.” Our purpose
will be to acquaint students with various art forms and to
encourage an appreciation for each. The children will
rotate through a variety of hands-on activities,
demonstrations, and performances. Both professional
and hobbyist artists will share their talents while parent
volunteers will assist with hands-on activities.

Participatory experiences will include dance, butterfly art,
pottery, school spirit bracelets, drawing, the art of
animation, crochet, sculpting with clay, henna hand art,
dance, creative movement, acting, making copper enamel
jewelry, working with pastels, spinning wool into yarn,
drawing, painting with pastels, hand bell ringing, face
painting, and creating their own version of Van Gogh’s

“A Starry Night.”

Demonstrations will include storytelling, classical ballet,
tap dancing, puppetry, classical and flamenco guitar,
oboe, violin, double bass, flute, harp, trumpet, tuba, piano,
accordion, illusion, mime, ice carving, weaving, making
musical instruments, opera, theatrical stage make-up,
digital art, computer graphics, and acoustic guitar.

The Plano West Jazz Band; Hendrick Middle School
Band; Chamberlain Ballet; Lori Bolt, CCCC Dance Dept.;
Cindy Horstman, Jazz harpist; Ruthie Davis, tap dancer;
Jeanne Thames Glassman, opera; Robin Coulonge, the
Dallas Opera; Cindy Telisak, weaver; Stephanie Losoya,
calligrapher; Nasima Chowdhury, henna hand art; Russ
Pierce, wood carver; Linda Smith, pastels; Kim Peichel,
photographer; Mary Haverford, book illustrator; Carol
Bush, Hendrick Theater Dept.; Julie Conner and the Davis
Library Puppets; Bryan Lankford, magician; musicians
Aryn and Bill Mitchell, Glen Hummel, April Kondrat, Miquel
Antonio, John Freeman, Ken Swazye, and Nick Ballarini
are just a few of the special guests who will make our Fine
Arts Day one to remember!

Al%$

As part of the PISD Fine Arts Series, 4th graders will
attend a special performance of the Plano Symphony
Orchestra on Thursday, March 5th at the Eisemann
Center from 10:00-10:45 AM. Buses will depart from
Hedgcoxe at 9:15 AM and return around 11:30 AM. In
music class, the children are preparing for this event by
focusing on the instrument families of the orchestra, the
roles of the concertmaster and conductor, concert
etiquette, and the various composers and compositions
that will be included in the concert. Please have your child
dress-up for this very special event.

~ Thank you, Ms. Arbolino
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Saturday, April 4th, at 10 AM will be our
annual Clean the Creek event! Kids for
Saving the Earth would love to have all
Hedgcoxe families help us keep our
creek clean. Please plan to help!

Call the CHILDSAFE LINE if your student is ill. Notes
regarding student illness can be e-mailed to our office

receptionist Mrs. McNeely at: Janis.McNeely@PISD.edu.

a2
Wednesday, 4/22/08 — Creating Family Memories,

Traditions, Rituals, and Routines. The session will be at
noon for a brown bag lunch in the multipurpose room.
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Our students visit the Reward Store and purchase items
with the "Starbucks" money they earn in the classroom.
The store is usually open the last week of every month.
Items purchased at the store are generously donated by
Hedgcoxe families. The students enjoy shopping for all
kinds of items. Please keep supporting us by sending in
your new and "gently used" items.

Cash donations are accepted.

Contact Teresa Exley at
TeresaExley@Hotmail.com
with any questions. Your
help and generosity are
greatly appreciated!
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What are Lice?

Lice are very small wingless
insects which can live on the
human scalp. Nits (lice eggs)
are tiny grayish white eggs
glued to the hair shaft, most
often near the scalp. They are
mainly seen behind the ears
and on the back of the neck.

30 !

How are lice spread?

Lice are easily spread by some form of direct or indirect
head to head contact. They do not fly or jump, but they do
crawl. To prevent the spread of lice, please teach your
child not to share:

Combs, brushes, hats, or jackets
Towels, linens, or pillows

Are Lice Bugging Your Kids?

The primary symptom of head lice is an intense itching.
Examine your child in good light and you may want to use
a magnifying glass to help you see. Begin by lifting and
separating hairs behind the ears and the back of the neck.
Then, continue to examine the entire head.

Lice can be difficult to see because they shy away from
light. Nits are usually found close to the scalp. Nits can
look like dandruff but they can’t be removed easily. Nits
are cemented to the hair shafts, and need to be removed
with special combs or pulling them off using your
fingernails.

Treatment:

Treatment consists of applying a medicated shampoo,
removal of the nits, and decontamination of personal
articles. While lice shampoos kill lice, they may not kill all
the eggs. Therefore, it is important to remove all of the
nits, either with a special comb or by hand. Between
seven to 10 days after the initial treatment, you must
retreat to kill newly-hatched lice.

Things to Remember:

Anyone can get head lice.
Head lice are not a sign of
uncleanliness

Head lice do not spread
disease

Liposcelis
divinatorius
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We are currently in need of a few good
volunteers to work in the Hedgcoxe
Library. Available times are listed below,

as well as the classes who come to library on those days.

Schedule times are flexible - every week or every other
week, one to three hour blocks of time, etc. If you would
like to find out more or sign up, call Library Coordinator
Robin LaBounty at (972) 517-4151.

Monday, 8:00-9:00 AM (Jones 4™, Faul 5™
Wednesday, 8:00-11:00 AM (Havens 4", Hoffman 5™
and all Kindergarten classes)

Thursday, 8:00-10:00 AM (Bunting 4", Losoya 5",
Bryan and Bentley 1%)

Friday, 8:00-9:00 AM (Thompson 4", Bell 5™
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Start practicing your talent NOW
to make a great show in April!

Please contact Mrs. Anderson if you
volunteer for this great event at
at Margot.Anderson@PISD.edu.

The February Box Tops Contest is over but, keep
clipping and saving for a May contest.

Thank you for helping Hedgcoxe to participate in these
programs earning FREE money and supplies for our
school. Our Hedgcoxe families ROCK!!

99,

Please tell the cashier that you are from Hedgcoxe. The
PTA receives a portion of sales ALL DAY, if you name
the school. Go by for lunch if you can’t make dinner!

H # 99,

Meet the 5th Grade Team on
Monday, March 31st at the
CiCi's Pizza on Spring Creek at
Alma from 5:00—7:00 PM.
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It's so easy to make someone’s day.
E-mail your Shout Outs to
Newsletter@HedgcoxePTA.org or post it on
our Hedgcoxe PTA Web site at
http://www.hedgcoxepta.org/shoutoutform.php.
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Sweet Treats Order Forms are due back to | J
your child's teacher on Thursday, March f
5th and the items are to be picked up in the

gym on Thursday, April 2nd, \

after school. II

This will be your LAST
CHANCE of the year to get
those yummy chocolate
and carrot rolls as well

as pre-proportioned

cookie dough. Don’t miss
out on our mouthwatering sweet treats!
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* _ Thanks to everybody’s favorite concierge, Jenny
’ Crossland, Hedgcoxe families have access to some
+ & % ( great discounts:
*
Save 20% at Great
- &% % $ "M - & Wolf Lodge in
. 1( 0 with an indoor water park,
8 ( % arcades, a luxurious spa,
and fantastic restaurants
( e C . — all under one roof.
$ & . 5‘$ $ Visit GreatWolf.com or call
( T %0 0 ( 1-800-693-9653 to make
reservations. Use Corporate Code (CORP 750A) when
" 5 3 prompted to receive 20% off the best available room rate.
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& " ( Save over $25!
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2 Exhibition Audio Tours
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Chez Snoopy is a restaurant operated

by the third graders to learn how

different people and parts come together to function
as a system. The students have spent months
preparing for the big event. Each evening during Chez
Snoopy, a third grade class will greet patrons, take
orders, bus tables, work the cash register and serve
food to their parents, peers, teachers, and special
guests.

For the first time in Chez Snoopy history, the students
will be serving dinner, rather than lunch. Patrons will
enjoy delicious Italian dishes provided by a local
Italian restaurant. We hope to see you there!

Expires May 17"

DISCOUNTED FAMILY 4 PACK
Save over $30!

Two Adult Tickets + Two Youth Tickets
$56 Weekdays, Monday-Thursday
$76 Weekends, Friday-Sunday
Expires May 17"
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Action: Inform the Center for Science in the Public
Interest if you believe food dyes impair your children’s
behavior, or if your children’s behavior improved after
eliminating food dyes from their diets.

Why: Dyes such as Red 40 are being phased out in
European countries because of evidence that the dyes
(and the preservative sodium benzoate) cause
hyperactivity and other behavior problems in children,
according to CPSI, a non-profit food safety watchdog
group. CPSI hopes to convince the Food and Drug
Administration that the dyes don't belong in foods,
especially those consumed by children.

How: Fill out an online form created by CSPI to capture
data from parents who believe food dyes affect their
children’s behavior. Go to CSPInet.org.
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Board Elections will be on
the 26th of this month at the
PTA General Meeting.
Please be there and make
sure your voice is heard!
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You have really stepped up to "Be a Hero" for our
students and the students across Texas! So far, |
know that you have written hundreds of letters and
emails to Senator Shapiro and have engaged your
communities in conversations about the importance of
our students finding a way to be both successful in
high school and prepared for their next steps in life.

As a parent, you have the pure intention of wanting an
education program that helps your child, and every
child. You have the day-to-day insight to know the
strengths and weakness of the system and how it
affects your child - you live it (or you will before you
know it)!

| recently wrote an editorial in the Dallas Morning
News and received a shocking 500+ emails in
response, plus a bunch of notes on Facebook! And it
was only in the Collin County edition. Some were just
"great job" and many were heartbreaking stories about
how 4x4 will negatively impact their child. Only two
were not supportive of our position.

I never would have believed that writing a letter to a
legislator would actually do anything - it is almost a
cliché, isn't it? But so few people actually do it, that
legislators know the passion and concern it must
evoke to get someone to make their voice heard.

With the second largest education system in the
nation, Texas can't afford to miss out on providing our
kids with the kind of education they need to succeed in
the 21st century.

Know that you are being heard....but there is more to
do! And in the coming weeks, we'll be contacting you
to help make your voice heard even louder.

Regards,
Cara Mendelsohn, President
Plano ISD Council of PTAs

Learn more at PlanoPTA.org.
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Area 15 has chosen April 25th to hold its Annual Conference.
Exciting and informative workshops as well as Area business,
good food and good friends will be on the agenda for that day.
Location: Richardson ISD, Professional Development Center
701. W. Belt Line Rd., Richardson, TX 75080

Check out Areal5.TxPTA.net for great parenting Information

and local PTA happenings-
o/ \e
Texa_
» (.
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SCHOOL FINANCE BACK
ON THE TABLE?

Senate Finance Committee
Chairman Steve Ogden surprised
many by declaring school finance
reform might pick up some
momentum sooner than expected.
Most observers considered the
issue tabled until 2011.

Ogden however sees some reform "as a way to keep the state
out of the courthouse." Although no one is quite sure as to how
far the Senate is willing to go on the issue, there are options
such as the Equity Center's solution which would mean putting
a floor and ceiling on state funding, while adding a funding
mechanism that would rise or fall, based on property values.

"That's a plus for many districts under the current funding sys-
tem, which is now tied to the best year in property values --
either 2005 or 2006. The dollar flow is based on the best of two
years, which would be a plus if property values had continued
to rise. The higher the property value - and property values
have risen annually as much as 10 percent in some counties -
the more the state would be

obligated to kick into school finance. As it is, overall property
values are expected to rise 2.5 percent." (Quotes from Austin
Statesman). Learn more at TxPTA.org.

l+ lO #+1
PARENT INVOLVEMENT

Research shows that

regardless of income or

background, when
parents are involved, students are more likely to earn higher
grades, enroll in higher-level programs, attend school
regularly, have better social skills, graduate, and go on to
post-secondary education. Learn more about parent
involvement at PTA.org .
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Skate on over to Thunderbird Skating Center for an evening full of rockin’ and rollin’
fun with your Hedgcoxe friends! There is no charge for you and your family to skate,
but we will be collecting TAKS snacks for the students at Foreman Elementary again
this year, so please bring healthy individually-wrapped snhacks such as goldfish,
pretzels, crackers or pop-top water bottles. They will be delivered to Foreman the next
day and enjoyed by their students during their tests.
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Follow these easy steps to make homework a relaxing and stress-free time:

Set up a “homework center.
Have pencils, paper, markers, etc. in a designated spot at home so
that you have all the supplies necessary to get to work.

Reduce distractions like television and loud music.
Homework is completed quickly and with more accuracy when you're
not distracted and your brain can think clearly.

Plan ahead.

On busy afternoons, homework can be stressful. Remember to bring
a book along in the car or even study for a test or quiz when traveling
between after-school activities.

Use your student planner.

Write down important assignments and tests in your calendar. Look
at your calendar every day to prepare for upcoming assignments so
you're not scrambling to finish at the last minute.

These simple and effective ways to stay organized will make homework easy!



STARBUCKS STORE

5:00-7:00 PM—
CiCi’s Night—b5th Gr.

STARBUCKS STORE

3:00-4:00 PM—
Science Adventures

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
2 3 4 5 6
4th Grade Plano
Symphony Concert at Read Across
Eisemann Center America Day
Sweet Treat Dress up as your
Orders Due favorite book
character!
3:00-4:00 PM— 6:00-8:00 PM—
Science Adventures SKATE NIGHT!
TAKS Snacks Donations
9 10 11 12 13
Blue Shoes Jazz
Assembly-Grades 3-5
2:45 PM—KSE Meets
3:00 PM—Science Adv. Daylight Savings NOON—
CHEZ SNOOPY CHEZ SNOOPY Change Tonight! EARLY RELEASE
5:30-6:15 PM— 5:30-6:15 PM—
Mrs. Tabanian’s class Mrs. Samuel’s class
6:45-7:30 PM— 6:45-7:30 PM— 5:30-6:30 PM—
Mrs. Poole’s class Mrs. Methvin’s class OPEN HOUSE
16 17 18 19 20
" [ " " "
23 24 25 26 27
Celebrate the
Arts Day
Japanese Drumming
All-school Assembly
3:00-4:00 PM— 5:30-7:30 PM—
Science Adventures General PTA Mtg. & Report Cards Go
BOARD ELECTIONS |Home
30 31
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